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College of Letters and Science Curriculum Committee 
Report to L&S Faculty Senate  

Concerning Academic Years 2007-2008 (to date) 
 

Curriculum Committee Members and Chair
 
Rob Asen (Communication Arts)  
Robert Bleiweiss (Zoology)  
Greg Downey (School of Journalism & 

Mass Communication, School of 
Library & Information Studies) 

Diana Frantzen (Spanish & Portuguese), 
Chair 

Ellen Jacobson (Sociology) 

Michael Morgan (Atmospheric & Oceanic Sciences) 
Teju Olaniyan (African Lang & Lit) 
Ned Sibert (Chemistry)  
Jeremi Suri (History) 
 
Students: 

Maria Carone 
Rachel Strykowski 

 
Ex Officio members: 
Elaine M. Klein (Assistant Dean, Academic Planning, Program Review & Assessment) 
Christopher F. Lee (Assistant Dean, L&S Student Academic Affairs) 
Molly McGlone (Assistant Director for Curriculum, L&S Honors Program) 
Michael J. Pflieger (Assistant Dean, L&S Student Academic Affairs) 
Tori Richardson (Assistant Dean, L&S Student Academic Affairs) 
Nancy Westphal-Johnson (Associate Dean for Undergraduate Education & Academic Administration) 

 
 
Proposals to Add, Change or Delete Courses 

 
The L&S Curriculum Committee (LSCC) is responsible for college-level review of proposals to add, 

change, or delete courses listed within Timetable or Catalog subject listings managed by L&S 
departments and programs.  All proposals are approved by the department faculty prior to submission to 
the LSCC.  L&S Administration staff conduct a technical review to ensure that proposals conform to 
college- and campus-level expectations articulated in the Divisional Executive Committee guidelines for 
course proposals (http://www.secfac.wisc.edu/divcomm/courses/CourseProposals.htm).  The committee 
chair reviews all proposals and determines when they are ready for committee consideration.  Approved 
proposals are forwarded to the Divisional Executive Committee.  Since the committee’s last report to the 
L&S Senate (April 10, 2007), the LSCC has approved proposals to create 65 new courses, change 39 
existing courses, and delete 109 courses.   

 
 
Proposals to Change Requirements for Academic Programs 
 
Several years ago, the LSCC established guidelines for departments considering changing 

requirements the academic programs they oversee 
(http://www.ls.wisc.edu/handbook/ChapterOne/chapter1-3ccpol.htm).  Intended to help the faculty 
consider a variety of issues related to curricular change, as well as to formally incorporate use of 
information arising from the assessment of student learning into this process, the Guidelines also 
formalize communication with University Publications, L&S Student Academic Affairs, other 
departments and units within the College, and with the School of Education, which oversees programs 
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frequently affected by adjustments to L&S programs and course offerings.   
 

In 2006-2007, only a few departments and programs sought permission to change their academic 
programs.  This decline may be related to the fact that this is an “off-year” for publication of the 
Undergraduate Catalog.  (Deadlines for the next edition, dated 2009-2011 fall in Semester I of the 2008-
2009 academic year.)  Also, when the implementation of the BABS 07 curriculum went into effect in 
May 2007, departments and programs were cautioned that we may need to allow a period of adjustment to 
the new requirements. 

 
• The Department of Languages and Cultures of Asia sought approval to revise the track structure 

of the undergraduate major in LCA, creating greater distinctions between the “languages” and 
“humanities” track.  The proposed changes to the latter create a pathway for students who wish to 
pursue a systematic course of study in Asian Humanities, as organized by region or by field 
(religion, literature, culture).   After its initial review, the committee submitted several questions 
to the department and is awaiting a response. 

• The Department of English received approval to eliminate the creative writing track within the 
MA in English; this program predated development of the M.F.A. in English, and has been 
superseded by that program.  Doctoral students wishing to pursue advanced studies in creative 
writing will continue to be served by the PhD minor in creative writing. 

• The Department of Theatre and Drama received approval to eliminate additional requirements in 
Voice and Movement in the Acting Specialist track of the undergraduate major.  This change 
reduces the number of credits required for the major. 

• The Department of Bacteriology, which oversees the L&S/CALS major in Microbiology, received 
approval to adjust the list of required courses in order to align requirements with the courses 
available to students.  This change not only “updates” the program, but eliminates the need to 
grant course exceptions to help students complete requirements. 

• The Department of Linguistics received approval to delete the requirement that Linguistics majors 
take a particular introductory course that replicated material taught elsewhere in the required 
program.  

 
 
Implementing Revisions to the L&S Baccalaureate Degree Requirements 
 
 Although the committee anticipated spending considerable time on questions that might arise 
regarding implementation of changes to the L&S baccalaureate degree requirements, there was relatively 
little activity in this area.  One question arose, related to the calculation used to determine student 
eligibility to be placed on the “Dean’s List”, an honor granted to students who achieve a high level of 
academic achievement as indicated by GPA earned in graded courses.  The revised formula aligns with 
revisions to the L&S degree requirements that now count for degree credit courses taken outside of L&S. 
   
 
 The committee reviewed 21 requests to allow courses offered by departments other than L&S count 
as “Liberal Arts and Science” (LAS) credit for L&S students.  Following its practice of allowing courses 
to be counted as LAS in cases where L&S majors require or accept such courses for credit in the major, or 
cases where non-L&S courses are cross-listed with L&S departments, nine courses offered outside the 
college met LAS criteria. 
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 In the coming months, we anticipate that committee members and representatives of L&S Student 
Academic Affairs will again work to revise the Undergraduate Catalog discussion of the L&S degree 
requirements.  

 
 
Other Curricular Issues 

 
 The committee continued to provide oversight for the Disabilities Curricular Accommodations 
Committee, which continues to serve as the body authorized to provide accommodation for students with 
certain disabilities who seek substitutions to fulfill the L&S foreign language requirement.  That 
committee has submitted a list of courses that satisfy the substitution package’s requirement for a course 
in “language in general”.   This information has been shared with L&S Student Academic Affairs.   
 
 Finally, the committee spent considerable time discussing Dean Sandefur’s request to inquire into the 
role of Directed Study in the undergraduate curriculum.  Committee members conducted three assessment 
projects, to discern if, indeed, these courses are a cause for concern; we determined that, in general, they 
are not.  Nonetheless, we found our own discussions so illuminating – particularly with respect to the 
value and variety of these experiences – that we believe others will benefit from holding their own 
discussions about what students and instructors expect of any directed study experience, what might be 
expected within each division or department (or even within subfields of a department), and what might 
be done to promote – where appropriate, and within reasonable boundaries of time, inclination, and 
interest – these valuable learning experiences.  The committee’s response to Dean Sandefur is appended 
to this report, and we invite further comment and discussion of these materials. 

 
This report was approved by the L&S Curriculum Committee on March 24, 2008, and is submitted 

by: 
 
 
 
 
Diana Frantzen, Chair, L&S Curriculum Committee 
Associate Professor of Spanish, Department of Spanish & Portuguese 
 
 
 
 
Elaine M. Klein, Assistant Dean 
L&S Academic Planning, Program Review and Assessment 
ex officio member, L&S Curriculum Committee 
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