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MEMORIAL RESOLUTION OF THE FACULTY
OF THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON

ON THE DEATH OF PROFESSOR EMERITUS JOHN CAMPBELL CRADDOCK

Professor Emeritus John Campbell (“Cam”) Craddock died July 23, 2006 after an extended illness.
Craddock was born April 3, 1930 in Chicago, Illinois. At DePauw University he discovered geology with
a minor in mathematics and received the B.A. in 1951. He then undertook graduate studies at Columbia
University in New York, where he studied under internationally famous structural geologist Walter H.
Bucher. He received the M.A. in 1953 and the Ph.D. in 1954.

From 1954 to 1956, Cam worked for the Shell Oil Co. in New Mexico and Wyoming. In 1956 he joined
the faculty of the University of Minnesota, where, in addition to regular teaching duties, for 5 years he
was director of that university’s summer geology field camp in the Black Hills. Craddock came to the
University of Wisconsin in 1967. He was chairman of the department from 1977 to 1980 and served on
many departmental and campus committees. He retired in 1996.

Craddock taught introductory geology, several courses in structural geology, and regular field courses
alternating between the Rocky Mountains and Lake Superior. He directed or co-directed 21 Ph.D. and 67
M.S. degree recipients during his careers at Minnesota and Wisconsin. Many of those students have gone
on to distinguished careers of their own.

In 1959 Craddock began an ambitious program of field research in Antarctica funded by the National
Science Foundation. He spent parts of 8 field seasons on the southern frozen continent. With some
Minnesota graduate students and a post-doctoral associate, he advanced the knowledge of the bedrock
geology of several mountain ranges in West Antarctica, on the Pacific side of the polar continent. Most
important was their work in the Ellsworth Mountains, which they showed had been connected to both
South America, southern Africa, and Australia when all three continents were part of the ancient
Gondwana supercontinent approximately 250 million years ago. The results of the many years of
research in those mountains by Craddock and his colleagues were summarized in a major publication in
1992, Geological Society of America Memoir 170. During 1962-63 Craddock was a visiting scientist at
the New Zealand Geological Survey when not in Antarctica. In 1974 he was co-chief scientist for a Deep
Sea Drilling project in Antarctic waters.

Professor Craddock’s Antarctic work inevitably brought him into the international scientific community
and led to his service from 1967 to 1982 as a member of the Antarctica Working Group on Geology. This
involved many international, circum-global meetings. He was also a member of several other geological
and geophysical commissions, including one for the Geological Map of the World for which he chaired a
sub-commission for Antarctica. Craddock attended eight International Geological Congresses, including
one in Prague in 1968, which was abruptly terminated when Soviet tanks rolled into the streets.

Polar regions had a strong attraction for Craddock. In 1968 he initiated a program in the Alaska Range,
which continued intermittently for twelve years. Then in 1977 he undertook research in Svalbard
(Spitsbergen), which lasted for nine years. Each of these projects, like Antarctica, involved numbers of
graduate students. Although Cam Craddock was one of our most international faculty members, he also
conducted extensive research in the Lake Superior region, which spanned his entire academic career from
1959 to 1996. Having studied Lake Superior geology for years, it was especially fitting for him to
discover that his genealogical trail led back to a copper miner in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, who had
emigrated from Cornwall, England.
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Besides his international services, Craddock also served professional societies in various capacities. He
was active in the Geological Society of America both as chair of the Structural Geology Division and as
the society’s books editor for seven years. He received the Distinguished Service Award of the
Geological Society in 1988. Craddock was convener of the Third International Symposium on Antarctic
Geology and Geophysics held in our department in 1977, which brought approximately 150 earth
scientists from around the globe. Cam was also editor of the 1200 page proceedings volume from that
symposium, Antarctic Geoscience, published by the UW Press in 1982. In 1981 he was field trip leader
for an International Proterozoic Symposium held to commemorate the centennial of the Department of
Geology and Geophysics.

Additional honors bestowed upon Professor Craddock include his selection as a memorial lecturer to The
Antarctican Society of Washington, D.C. (1967), reception of the Antarctic Service medal, the
Bellingshausen-Lazarev Medal of the Soviet Academy (1970) and the Soviet Antarctic Expedition 25"
Anniversary Medal (1982), as well as election as an Honorary Member of the French Group for the Study
of Gondwana (1988). Antarctica’s ninth highest peak, Mt. Craddock, and the Craddock massif (including
Mt. Craddock, Mt. Rutford, Rada peak, and Bugueno Pinnacle in the Ellsworth Mountains) were named
in his honor.

Cam Craddock gave fully to all three academic roles — teaching, research and service. He was an
international scholar and good professional citizen. He also made generous financial contributions to his
department's programs, as noted by the Craddock Wing of Weeks Hall. Cam leaves behind a legacy of
outstanding students whom he supervised and who will long bear testimony to his gentle, sensitive
wisdom and to his droll wit. His son, John, carries on the Craddock geological tradition at Macalester
College in St. Paul, Minnesota.
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